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Dickerson Man May Face $83,000 Tree-Cutting Fine

Anthomy Mereos sees the case against
.um.lsnr.ﬁing mare than palp fiction. Titer-

Theaket began nmv!hmayrau auninm—

bullders off the hook, ke Clarkshurg. They
write & check, ard s over, | am sure they
e g ey give it b me with fines.”
Pdireses wins redoring to kst vear's comtro-
versy over building frregularities at Clarks-
bu:'g “Twan ...eumr where: Huv_\dmds al

e siheralid beve known his dogal responsibili-
ties, Agency staffers also said Mereos b
hedd with the agrency a Mm.lgbawu—ﬂ-
Tegally cutting down trees in B

fumd o compensate for clearbyr 55,000
ey feet of land to impreree his view of the
C&O Cnnn] 'Dm! s abrxuf 80 ents. ot

Mereos blaed sonpease else but agreed to
p]mlmttees

oo bruilt oo tall and ot
road. The d -, sl beiielers eventirally

r3l Dickersos in
Gounty, Betess hought e acres br
S35, 6N}, hioping to build & hawse,

1 sloday, be cosld be fined SHE000 by the
Mantgneiery Courly Plaming  Boand,
wiliich, if appeaved, woald be the largest in
recent memory. Mereos, a racery sbiwe
«gierk, stomds avcuserd by lws

the ummly i

T federal ivvestigators, whoa.w have cit-
by, sl they have frund signs of illegad
dumping in s nearby creck.

-« erens denies cotting duwn or dumping

oty odficiaks cager o deflect oril-
i Hiat they have failod to adequately e
Sarce develonont laves, “1 abways thooght
coanty was supposed th belp with the de-
mnent jrocess, especially singie propes-

ugreed to pay 2bout $14 million in 2 medixi-
ed agreement to finance new amenities in
the development.

Mereos's case Tepressnts 2 smaller-scale
comtroveriy, bt odfucials view Segal tree et
tingg as 4 serious offense. State and Jocal faves
restiied cutting down {nees, aven on prir.d_n
Rand, to cosare that s safficient bree canapy i
maintined 1o help prevent ercsion, improve
wir quality and provide shede. Plans fo cut
down trees on private property of 40400
sipuare fect ar mare reqaing preappooval by
ety officials, urd doing -u an saralier

= fined $107. Iy by
a county judge for filing to gt a sediment
comtral perrmat for bis Dickerson property.
Whes Ioe failed to pay, the coanty issued o
warrast for him, and be paid the fine.

As plannimg agency staffers probed his
current s, they tracked down o company
thtt remtied saws and skids to Merooa about
the Lime that peighbors. say they witnessed
he tree Staffers also pored aver
aerial photographs 1o fgure out when the
tree cuthing pectrred.

Accrading to & Montgomery park and
panning report, Mereos bold at Bﬂ e
neiglbor that hoe was gioing to bry 2 figure
ot b i Fie abaus has offesed

properties also iy be adbject

al Additiomally, federad Iau pmtu:t Wit
Lends from hmrlmp, caring and durmping.

nig agency, whach is fecom-

mending Ml‘n‘ma fine, skl that witoesses.

aanees,” M westerday, “They let

B g doewa thee trees smd that

by chocente is property to the eounty in ex-

change for it dmppi:u} thue fincs, bt the plan-

ning agency staff has apposed the domation.
Redslins cwner Danied M. Sopder peid

ﬂnramwl MﬂnnuSlpﬂﬂmmﬁ:r
a larger area, officils s

Mermeandylmﬂnymu“‘:wwl
fine, which the board is scheduled to consid-
e today, waikd bankrupt hisn

“The: case agadnst Mereos eomes at a pivot-
al moanent for Moatgomeny's park and plan-
ning agency, 55 the board's new chairman,
R;rydemun.veeug!rlmJum&:m]me
‘that cvibics have said encoaraged lax enforce-
et on development.

Diespite the size of the proposed fiee
against Meroos, civic activists bn Mot

ningr ageney i aot sufficiestly protecting
trees. The Montgnmery County Civic Feder-
mnmﬁemﬂwmwwﬂayaxhlgul
o suspend work on tm‘wmlu‘bm
ol 26t up 3 more stringest progr.

Planoing agency stafers, whohm-chccu
mthgb{mm]wukuspmm‘anm

that the tree gratection program his long
understatied

Oficials zai ey are unsble o provide a
onmmplete history of fines for those who haw
vinlzbed the tree probection program,. bt
they believe the proposed fine for Miroos Lo
be ome of the kargest.

h‘bu Gafaey, 2 leading goverrment oxpa'l

who examined aerisl

photosﬂfm&ah!tmwrb’mlrwufa}
lcgtﬂ]]cgaauuwmng,wddkagmq;ux
es amtiquates] methods and eguipment. "}

ings trees, Planming agen-
cf.awywhswﬂmlswumlmmﬂama:
tivists say the agency’s reponsiilities are
choar already.

Fast month, o task fiorce se ap by Rep.
Chtis: Van Hoflen ﬂ)-li[d]mgcdlhﬁumw
to dio more o probect brees bo coumer the e
fectz of encrosching development. The
gremg w86t i after Sayder was cited,

Staff:
Smith

SIT.000 Last vesar st a county

tree Lws, b dained o Mmelmga



